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THE WILDCAT 
Ingredients for Success at WES 

Experiences 
~Experiential Education or “EE” is off to an AMAZING start! 
~As you visit the school, please check out our new “EE” wall.  It explains the 10 guiding 
principles of EE and the shadow boxes display  artifacts of how we are achieving those 
principles through every experience with your children!   
~Preschool has been learning about sounds, balls and trees.  Ask them about their nature 
observations walk.  
~Kindergarten and first grade visited a peach farm and alpaca farm in Grand Junction. 
Then they made peach ice cream and used the alpaca hair to make soap. They also visited 
Puma Paw Ranch while learning about their community and their 5 senses.  
~ Second grade visited our own Rifle restaurant, Order Up!  Thank you for hosting us!  
The kids had a great time making breakfast tacos and ice cream sundaes.    
~Third grade visited Maroon Bells and learned about geographic formations with ACES. 
This is a topic they will be studying in the spring.  
~Third, Fourth and Fifth grades visited farms in Grand Junction and have been 
mastering their gardening and cooking skills. There was even a Top Chef competition! 
Banana peppers with cheese, cucumbers and ramen noodles, and cucumber carrot ramen 
noodle soup all received top honors from the judges.  Carrot cookies, and banana pepper 
quesadillas were close runner ups! Great job wildcat chefs!    

Service 
~Second grade visited Order Up restaurant in Rifle and spruced up the parking lot by 
pulling weeds and picking up trash to help the business out as an act of service. 
~ 20 fourth and fifth graders has joined our first ever Student Council and are beginning to 
plan their projects of service for the year. 

Expectations 
 ~With all these experiences happening at school, we are expecting that your children learn 
a skill or concept when they are completing the experience. Please ask them what they 
“learned” from their experiences in “EE” during the week.  
~ Keep reading and writing on those sheets you received at Family Night on Sept 
12th!  We want as many students to read 100 books and complete 100 writing activities as 
possible so we can have a huge celebration in May! (This will also help us continue 
increasing our academic successes here at WES!)  
~Growth Night in September was another amazing success! Your students prepared 
brownies, zucchini muffins, soup, and enchiladas for your enjoyment! Everyone 
participated in an “EE” fishing challenge and learned about the academic achievement and 
growth that your wildcats showed on state testing! For the first time we are not ranked the 
lowest in any testing category in the district!  Way to go Wildcats!   
 
As October arrives, fall is finally in the air and we are enjoying the cooler weather and 
moisture. Please send your children prepared for cool mornings outside and warm days. 
As We Encourage Success and continue to grow at Wamsley, we want to encourage you 
to share in every moment! Come in to visit, volunteer, and whenever you can give us your feedback! As always, thank you for 
sharing your children with us!  

Important Dates 
 

Oct. 14th 8:15am-12:00pm 
5th Grade Trip to Rifle Falls 
 
Oct. 15th 11:45am-3:30pm 
4th Grade Trip to Rifle Falls 
 
Oct. 16th 8:30am-3:00pm 
2nd Grade Trip to Moon 
Farm 
 
Oct. 16th  11:30am-3:15pm 
3rd Grade Trip to Rifle Falls 
 
Oct. 17th 8:30am-3:00pm 
1st Grade Trip to GJ 
Pumpkin Patch 
 
Oct. 21st - 24th 
PTAC Scholastic Book Fair 
 
Oct. 22nd & 23rd 
Student Led Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 
 
Oct. 24th 9:00am-2:30pm 
Kinder Trip to Rock Bottom 
Ranch 
 
Oct. 29th 8:15am-5:00pm 
4th Grade Trip to Black 
Canyon of the Gunnison 
 
Oct. 31st 8:30am-3:15pm 
2nd Grade Trip to Glenwood 
Caverns 
 
 

Check out our website for all the latest information at: www.wamsleywildcats.org 
  Find us on Facebook at: Wamsley-Elementary-Wildcats 

Please call us before 8:00am if your child will be absent at: 970-665-7950 
Si desea información en español, por favor llame a la oficina. 
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Kindergarten 
We have had a wonderful September in Kindergarten!  In 
reading, we learned all about our Superkid friend, Oswald 

and even got to meet a new Super Pet-- a dog named 
Golly.  In Math, we practiced counting a set of objects, 

making an equal set of different objects, and representing 
what we counted on paper.  You can have your child 

practice this at home as well.  We are also continuing to 
practice writing our numbers as well as our names using 

the ice cream lines.  We explored our school's garden 
during our experiential education class, and then made 

peach ice cream!  We also took a trip to Puma Paw Ranch 
and had a wonderful time picking apples.  We can't wait 

for what the next month brings at Wamsley for 
kindergarten! 

Preschool 
Hello Wamsley Preschool Families! There has been a 

lot of learning and playing going on! We have been 
writing our names. We had three of our very own 

preschoolers put up on the writing wall of fame in the 
hallway! We are learning a lot about trees: what food 
comes from them and what animals live in them. We 

have also been reading quite a bit too! 

 

Experiential Education 
I am so excited about all of the amazing things happening 
in EE! After having played a role in building our school 
garden, I was hoping to have a class that would support 
learning in the garden. All grade levels have been out in 
the garden, have participated in maintaining the garden, 
and made recipes that include food items from the garden. 
Third, fourth, and fifth grades all competed in a top chef 
challenge to show off their culinary skills! In October we 
will start creating our own cookbooks, 
investigate pumpkins in our garden, and get ready to put 

our garden to sleep for the winter. Don't forget to check out our blog and the adventures of Super 
Paws on our school website. 
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1st Grade 

2nd Grade 

3rd Grade 
We had a great, yet wet, first field trip of the year. The kids 

enjoyed learning about the different types of rocks while 
exploring Maroon Bells. In Social Studies we are beginning 

the unit of our own community of Rifle and all that is involved, 
like landforms, history and what makes a rural community. I 

will have the students ask their parents and family about how 
they got to Rifle, their own family history and backgrounds. In 
math we have started multiplication. Our students have four 
different strategies to solve any multiplication problem within 
10. Ask your child what these strategies are and practice with 

them using playing cards or dice at home. In writing students are starting to write informative 
essays. They will be doing research and learn about different topics. 

 

First grade had a wonderful field trip to Puma Paw Ranch in late 
September. Our students got to pick apples, feed chickens and 

fish, and groom horses. Our next field trip will be in 2 weeks. We 
are going to a pumpkin patch! First graders have been filling in 

graphic organizers to show what they are seeing, hearing, 
tasting, smelling, and feeling during our Educational 

Experiences.  They are using the graphic organizers to write 
reflections of their experiences during writing block.  The kids 

are excited to share their work with their families during 
conferences this month! In science, first graders are learning 

about the properties of liquids. Students are comparing liquids to 
see how they are the same and different. In math, we are 

finishing our unit on solving word problems with both addition 
and subtraction. We will be starting a unit on recognizing shapes 

and their attributes. 

Hello Second Grade Families! This month we have been 
experiencing many new exciting things! In E.E. our students 

have collected, cut and cooked vegetables from our wonderful 
garden. We hope you enjoyed our meal from Growth Night! In 
Ms. Harvey’s Math class students have just finished learning 

Word Problems and are now starting on Shapes. In Mrs. 
Rodriguez’s Writing class students are starting to work on 

Narratives. Our second graders went on a field trip to Order Up! 
We had SO much fun learning about how employees run their 

kitchen. We also ate yummy icecream and tacos! We are 
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Music 
 

4th Grade 

Art 

Fifth grade is excited for Outrageous October! Please see our calendar for 
the theme of each day to show our Spirit! We continue to use teamwork and collaboration in Expeditionary 

Education! We had so much fun in our Top Chef Challenge.  We are focussing on writing opinion essays on 
inequality and injustice and we are reading “The Road to Freedom”. Have conversations with your kids about how 
they see inequality and injustice in their day to day lives, and how one can lead to another! In Math we are moving 
onto Geometry and looking at 3-D shapes. Keep practicing multiplication and division facts with your kids! We are 
having so much fun with our fluency card and dice games. Keeping up on practicing will keep the facts fresh with 
your kids! In Science, students will be learning about how our body systems are interdependent, how to keep our 

bodies healthy by talking about exercise and lifestyle choices. In Social Studies, we are learning about the first 

In Art class, we have explored art from Prehistory including Cave Art and 
Ancient Egyptian Art.  This month, we are learning about Classical Art 
from the Greeks and Romans.  Each grade is making either a Greek 

Comedy or Tragedy mask in different media.  We look forward to showing 
off our theatrical masks to you at our end of the year family night! 

The first quarter of the year has been filled with many celebrations and 
exciting learning experiences. Fourth graders recently participated in a top-

chef recipe challenge in EE, using fresh vegetables from our Wamsley 
garden. In addition, we just had our first field trip to an alpaca farm and 
apple orchard. Things are going well in our classrooms, too! In English 

Language Arts, we have been reading informational texts about science-
related topics. In writing, we are continuing to work on informational essays. 
In science, we are finishing up our life science unit, and will begin studying solar systems in our Earth systems unit. 

In math, we have been working on using line plots to graph and understand frequency data. In social studies, we are 
wrapping up our geography unit, and will soon begin exploring Colorado's history. Keep up the great work Wildcats - 

we are proud of you! 

Can you believe we are almost halfway through our first 
semester in Music?? 5th graders are preparing for their 

Ukulele Veteran's Day program on November 11th! More 
information will be going home soon. 4th graders are ready 

for recorders! We passed recorders out, decorated our 
workbooks and are ready to rock some recorder 

Music! 2nd grade will begin practicing for their Thanksgiving musical “Stone Soup” at the beginning of 
October! Information about the day and time will follow shortly!  Thank you! 

5th Grade 

P.E. 
 Hello Wamsley students! We have some exciting things coming your way in the upcoming weeks. This 

week Ms. Daniels has returned and is excited to explore new physical fitness ideas. Please remind your 
students to wear tennis shoes on the days they have P.E. The students are working hard to be in the 

Golden Sneakers Club and learn about the importance of proper clothes for different physical activities. 
Thank you for your continuing support and for staying active with your kids. Go Wildcats! 
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From the Health Room… 
 

GARFIELD RE-2 SCHOOL DISTRICT
AND PUBLIC HEALTH

PRESENT OUR ANNUAL

OCTOBER 22, 2019 | 7:00 AM - 9:00 AM
RIFLE HIGH SCHOOL

OCTOBER 24, 2019 | 7:00 AM - 9:00 AM
COAL RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL

THIS FALL SAY "BOO" TO THE FLU
 



 

 

October 2019 The Wildcat 

              Garfield RE-2 School District’s vision is to encourage, nurture and challenge every student, every day. 
6 

ILLNESS POLICY - HOW SICK IS TOO SICK? 
WHEN TO KEEP YOUR CHILD AT HOME 

FROM SCHOOL OR CHILD CARE 
 

 
13123 E. 16th Avenue B 215, Aurora, Colorado 80045 • 303-281-2790 

The School Health Program of Children’s Hospital Colorado provides school and child care health consultation and services in a variety of settings in Colorado.  This document has been 
reviewed and approved by designated staff of Children’s Colorado.  It is intended to supplement, not replace, medical information provided by the healthcare provider, November 2013 

1 

 
 

There are three main reasons to keep sick children at home: 
 
1. The child doesn’t feel well enough to take part in normal activities, (such as; overly tired, fussy or won’t stop 

crying). 
2. The child needs more care than teachers and staff can give, and still care for the other children. 
3. The illness is on this list and staying home is recommended. 

 
And remember, the best way to prevent the spread of infection is through good hand washing. 

 
Children with the following symptoms or illness should be kept home (excluded) from school: 

SYMPTOMS  Child Must Be at Home? 

DIARRHEA  
frequent, loose or watery stools compared to child’s 
normal ones that are not caused by food or medicine 

Yes - if child looks or acts sick; if child has diarrhea with fever and 
isn’t acting normally; if child has diarrhea with vomiting; if child 
has diarrhea that overflows the diaper or the toilet 

FEVER with behavior change or other illness 
A fever of 100°F or above in babies 4 months or 
younger needs immediate medical attention.  

Yes, when the child also has a rash, sore throat, vomiting, 
diarrhea, behavior changes, stiff neck, difficulty breathing, etc.   
 

“FLU-LIKE” SYMPTOMS  
Fever over 100°F with a cough or sore throat. Other 
flu symptoms can include tiredness, body aches, 
vomiting and diarrhea 

Yes - for at least 24 hours after the fever is gone, without the use 
of medicine that reduces the fever 

COUGHING  
Note: Children with asthma may go to school with a 
written health care plan and the school is allowed to 
give them medicine and treatment 

Yes - if severe, uncontrolled coughing or wheezing, rapid or 
difficulty breathing and medical attention is necessary 

Mild RESPIRATORY OR COLD SYMPTOMS   
stuffy nose with clear drainage, sneezing, mild cough 

No - may attend if able to take part in school activities 
Keep home if symptoms are severe. This includes fever and the 
child is not acting normally and/or has trouble breathing.  

RASH WITH FEVER  
Note: Body rash without fever or behavior changes 
usually does not need to stay home from school, call 
the doctor 

Yes – call the doctor. Any rash that spreads quickly, has open, 
weeping wounds and/or is not healing should be evaluated 

VOMITING  
Throwing up two or more times in the past 24 hrs 

Yes - until vomiting stops or a doctor says it is not contagious.  If 
the child has a recent head injury watch for other signs of illness 
and for dehydration 
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ILLNESS Child Must Be at Home? 

CHICKEN POX Yes - until blisters have dried and crusted (usually 6 days)  

CONJUNCTIVITIS (PINK EYE)  
pink color of eye and thick yellow/green discharge 

No (bacterial or viral) – children don’t need to stay home 
unless the child has a fever or behavioral changes. Call 
the doctor for diagnosis and possible treatment. 

CROUP (SEE COUGHING) 
Note: May not need to stay home unless child is not well 
enough to take part in usual activities 

Seek medical advice 

FIFTH’S DISEASE No - child is no longer contagious once rash appears 

HAND FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE (Coxsackie virus) No - unless the child has mouth sores, is drooling and isn’t 
able to take part in usual activities 

HEAD LICE OR SCABIES Yes - from end of the school day until after first treatment.    

HEPATITIS A Yes - until 1 week after the start of the illness and when 
able to take part in usual activities 

HERPES No, unless - the child has open sores that cannot be 
covered or is drooling uncontrollably 

IMPETIGO Yes - for 24 hours after starting antibiotics 

RINGWORM Yes - from end of school until after starting treatment  
Keep area covered for the first 2 days 

ROSEOLA 
 

Yes – if the child has a fever and rash,  call the doctor 

RSV  (Respiratory Syncytial Virus) 
 

Staying home isn’t necessary, but is recommended when 
a child in not well enough to take part in usual activities 
and/or is experiencing acute respiratory symptoms. Call 
the doctor. RSV spreads quickly through classrooms 

STREP THROAT Yes - for 24 hours after starting antibiotics and the child is 
able to take part in usual activities 

VACCINE PREVENTABLE DISEASES Measles, Mumps, 
Rubella (German Measles), Pertussis (Whooping Cough) Yes – the doctor says the child is no longer contagious 

YEAST INFECTIONS 
including thrush or Candida diaper rash 

No - follow good hand washing and hygiene practices 


